Remarks  To Be Delivered By Robert Warren, on behalf of PFFC, 
when he Receives the Community Human Rights Award 
at the December 10, 2020 Ceremony of the 
United Nations Association of the National Capital Area.
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As the Director of, and on behalf of, the People for Fairness Coalition, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the United Nations Association of the National Capital area for honoring us and for your work in advancing human rights and dignity for all.

In the almost 13 year history of PFFC, we have come together in the belief that housing is a human right. In our early years of working to bring housing rights to our unhoused neighbors and ourselves, there were many people who have worked hard. They have advised us and fought for us to have a seat at the table to share our experiences as people experiencing homelessness and helping us to come up with solutions to ending homelessness or what we like to call housing instability. 

Without the ongoing support of folks like Adam Rocap currently the Deputy Director of Miriams Kitchen and the Miriams Kitchen Advocacy Team, who worked with a group of homeless men and women and helped to give them a voice in the continuum of care and organize their advocacy efforts PFFC wouldn’t have been created and be where it is today.

There have been other individuals – mentors and advisors like Patty Mulahy Fugere, Director of the Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless, who advised us in 2013 when we began our universal right to housing campaign. There have been many others at the Legal Clinic who have mentored PFFC members in our advocacy efforts. One that comes to mind is the late Mary Ann Luby, an early member of the Legal Clinic. 

Others who have mentored and provided us with invaluable advice and guidance include Linda Leeks and Parisa Nouruzi of Empower DC; Michael Stoops of the National Coalition for the Homeless; Kate Coventry, with the DC Fiscal Policy Institute; Maria Foscarinis of the National Law Center for Homelessness; and many other coalition partners and groups like One DC, DC Grass Roots Planning Organization, DC Mutual Aide Networks, and Maurice Cook of Serve Your City.

I would like to thank some of the homeless men and women who came together 13 years to fight for their right to a home. I think of our first Assistant Director Anthony Davis, one of five veterans that PFFC had early on advocating on behalf of themselves and other homeless veterans around Washington DC. 

I also think of other passionate advocates like John McDermott who was one of our founding members; great advocates like our first Director Albert Townsend; and all the other individuals who were experiencing what we call “housing instability”, who found time every Tuesday morning at 8:15 am at Miriams Kitchen to come together and promote the universal human right to housing in the DC metropolitan area.

Over the years there have been many advocacy initiatives that PFFC has worked on as a group and as part of coalitions. We have the universal right to housing campaign that we work on with many organizations along with the Michael A. Stoops Anti-Discrimination Legislation to have folks experiencing homelessness protected under the DC Human Rights Act of 1977. 

We were instrumental in getting Homeward DC 2.0 to adopt Goal 12, whose objective is to establish a commission to examine how to establish Universal Housing Rights for those who qualify and making DC a model and a leader in the United States in this area.

Three of our members (Waldon Adams, Reginald Black, Qaadir El-Amin) are Constituent Members of the DC ICH and I myself was formerly in this role.  All four of us are members of the DC ICH’s recently established Consumer Engagement Working Group. In these two roles we are constantly advocating for increased funds for underserved communities and ensuring that fairness is given to individuals who receive housing assistance.

With our coalition partners and a number of public housing advocates we have been helping to organize public housing tenants around public housing issues and preservation of public housing properties, one of them being the Barry Farms Tenant and Allies Association.

With the DC Grass Roots Planning Coalition we have been advocating around the DC Comprehensive Plan Update to keep builders from taking land from underserved communities to be converted into upscale housing and shopping areas.

Through our collaboration with others on the Vacant 2 Virus Reduction (V2VR) Initiative and People Power Action, we are advocating to get unhoused people into DC’s 10,000 vacant housing units (v2vr.info).

We are constantly looking for people falling through the cracks and trying to get them connected to housing. Some people we find might have a voucher and are not able to find housing. We have helped several, through Waldon Adams, who is a PFFC member and who does outreach for Pathways to Housing. 

Currently we are conducting Covid-19 response related outreach to help people in encampments maintain hygiene during this very difficult period. With the assistance of the Mutual Aid Networks and Serve Your City, along with students from the Gonzaga High School Peace Club and other community members, we are reaching approximately 200 individuals living in the largest homeless encampments in Wards 2 and 6. Our efforts have been so well received that we are in conversations about expanding to other wards where we see a need. As part of our outreach we are monitoring porta potties and hand wash stations that have been installed near encampments.

Our research and advocacy was instrumental in introducing Bill 22-0223, Public Restroom Facilities Installation & Promotion Act of 2018, whose objective is to ensure that DC makes clean, safe public restrooms available to everyone.  This Bill was funded and is now Law. The Department of General Services has initiated implementation by reaching out to ANCs and BIDs to ask if they are interested in participating in a pilot to install and maintain clean, safe standalone public restrooms

In the future we look to focus our Universal Right to Housing Campaign even further to emphasize articles 17 and 25 of the UN Charter, primarily to uphold the principle of not arbitrarily depriving anyone of property. 

This and many more initiatives, including our annual memorial overnight vigil, to honor and remember those who died in 2020 without the dignity of a home, which will take place this year on December 20 and 21, will further the goal of producing housing as a human right in America starting right here in the Nation’s capital, Washington DC.  

If you want to learn more about our Initiatives you can access our website: www.pffcdc.org.

Thank you so much for this award and we hope you all will join us in the work ahead.
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